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STAROSLOVANSKI ZARNI GROB
S KAPITELJSKE NJIVE V NOVEM MESTU

EARLY MEDIAEVAL CREMATION GRAVE
FROM KAPITELJSKA NJIVA IN NOVO MESTO, SLOVENIA

Mateja BELAK

Izvlecek

Na prazgodovinskem grobisc¢u Kapiteljska njiva v Novem mestu so leta 2003 izkopali lonec, ki je bil precej drugacen od
ostalega prazgodovinskega posodja. Mnenje, da gre za v gomilo vkopan zgodnjesrednjeveski grob, je potrdila analiza radio-
aktivnega ogljika C14. Grob sodi v drugo tretjino 7. stoletja in za zdaj predstavlja edini ostanek zgodnjih Slovanov v Novem mestu.

Kljucne besede: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva, gomilno grobisce, zgodnji srednji vek, Slovani, lon¢enina, zgan grob

Abstract

The 2003 excavation of the prehistoric cemetery at Kapiteljska njiva in Novo mesto revealed a pot that was markedly differ-
ent from all other prehistoric vessels. Radiocarbon analysis confirmed an Early Middle Age grave dug into a prehistoric barrow.
The grave is dated to the second third of the 7th century and represents the only known trace of the Early Slavs in Novo mesto.

Keywords: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva, barrow cemetery, Early Middle Ages, Slavs, pottery, cremation grave

Naravno zascitena lega v okljuku Krke, plodna grobove. Do konca leta 2013 je bilo tako odkritih skoraj

zemlja, obilica vode, bogata povrsinska nahajalisca Ze- 300 poznobronastodobnih zganih grobov, ve¢ kot tiso¢
lezove rude in blizina pomembnih poti so omogocile in- starej$ezeleznodobnih okostnih grobov v 43 gomilah in
tenzivno poselitev Novega mesta od bronaste dobe skozi dobrih 700 mlajSezeleznodobnih zganih grobov (Kriz
vso starej$o in mlajso Zelezno do rimske dobe. Prebivalci 2014). Zgodnjesrednjevesko grobi$ce pa se je pokazalo
prazgodovinske naselbine na Marofu so svoje mrtve $ele med kabinetnim delom.!

pokopavali na ve¢ grobiscih. Najve¢je med njimi je bilo

gotovo na Kapiteljski njivi (sl. I). Razteza se na pobo¢jih Leta 2003 so vjugozahodnem vogalu kv. N-XXXV
z zaobljenim vrhom hriba, ki lezi le nekaj sto metrov se- nad drugim vencem grobov, ki obkrozajo centralni
verozahodno od srednjeveskega sredi§¢a Novega mesta. grob starejsezeleznodobne gomile XIV (sl 2a), od 35
Prve izkopavalce (Hoernes, Brattina in Pe¢nik) so konec do 40 cm pod povrsino nasli sivorjavo zgano lon¢eno
19. stoletja pritegnile takrat $e vidne gomile, v petdesetih posodo (sl. 2b). Ker grobne jame niso mogli dolo¢iti, so

letih 20. stoletja so odkrili poznobronastodobne Zgane
grobove (Sribar), leta 1983 pa je Dolenjski muzej zacel z
obseznejsimi izkopavanji gomil (Knez, kasneje Kriz). Ob
tem so leta 1986 nasli Se prve mlajsezeleznodobne Zgane

! Prisr¢no se zahvaljujem Borutu Krizu iz Dolenjskega
muzeja v Novem mestu, ki mi je lonec pokazal in omogoc¢il
objavo.
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izkopno polie .. prazgodovinska pot mimo grobisc¢a k naselbini
excavation area prehistoric path by the cemetery to the settlement

. poznobronastodobni grob ~ sodobne ceste in poti
Late bronze Age grave modern roads and paths

Q izkopana gomila
excavated barrow

=~ delno izkopana gomila
' partially excavated barrow @
o poznozeleznodobni grob 0 10 50 m
Late Iron Age grave S —

SL 1: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. Prazgodovinska grobis¢a. M. = 1:2000 (po Kriz 2013, sl. 1; 2014).
Fig. 1: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. Prehistoric cemeteries. Scale = 1:2000 (after Kriz 2013, sl. 1; 2014).
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)OON W
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Sm

SI. 2: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. a — Gomila XIV z oznac¢eno najbo N 4/2003. M. = 1:200 (po Kriz 2013, pril. 2).
b — najdba N 4/2003 in situ (foto: B. Kriz).
SI. 2: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. a — Barrow XIV with the find group N 4/2003. Scale = 1:200 (after Kriz 2013, app. 2).
b - find group N 4/2003 in situ (photo: B. Kriz).

posodo po ustaljeni praksi poimenovali “najdba” (Kriz
2013, 23, 137). Dobila je zaporedno $t. 4/2003.

Lonec (sL 3in 4) z rahlo izvihanim ustjem, oblikovni tip
PO2A1,? temne barve zunaj, znotraj in v prelomu; apnenec
in organsko pustilo srednje vsebnosti, enakomerne velikosti;
premer ustja 17,4 cm, premer dna 10,7 cm, viSina 18,7 cm,
debelina ostenja 0,8 cm; prostoro¢no izdelan na mirujoci
podlagi in doglajen; prostornina 3,2 1.3 Inv. §t. P 5559, hrani
Dolenjski muzej Novo mesto. Vseboval je z zemljo premeSane
sezgane kosti. C14 datacija vzorca Poz-59106* je pokazala
datum 1270 + 90 BP (kalibrirano, 2 ¥ razpon 663-826 [68 %
verjetnost] 0z. 615-905 [95 % verjetnost]).

2 Oblikovni tipi in opis lonéenine po podatkovni zbirki
Zbiva.

3 Izralun prostornine po V. Pleterski 2008.

4 Ostanke kosti iz lonca so analizirali v Radiokarbon-
skem laboratoriju Poznan; po sporocilu vodje laboratorija
Tomasza Goslarja laboratorijska napaka velja, ¢e vzorec ni bil
okuzen iz okolice, sicer bi bila lahko tudi veéja.

SL 3: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. Staroslovanski lonec iz
gomile XIV. M. = 1:3 (risba: T. Korosec).

Fig 3: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. Early medieval pot from
barrow XIV. Scale = 1:3 (drawing: T. Korosec).
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SL 4: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. Staroslovanski lonec iz
gomile XIV (foto: B. Kriz).

Fig. 4: Novo mesto, Kapiteljska njiva. Early medieval pot from
barrow XIV (photo: B. Kriz).

Lonec se razlikuje od prazgodovinske lon¢enine ta-
ko na Kapiteljski njivi (Knez 1993; Kriz 1997;2000; 2013
ter ustno B. KriZ za $e neobjavljeno gradivo) in tudi sicer
na Dolenjskem (Dular 1982). Po obliki in izdelavi gre
za lonec, kakrsen je bil v uporabi pri zgodnjih Slovanih
(prim. npr. Nova tabla pri Murski Soboti: Gustin, Tie-
fengraber 2002, sl. 6-8). Prostoro¢no izdelano posodje
z obvrtenim, malo izvihanim ustjem z ravno odrezanim
robom (oblikovni tip PO2A1) Andrej Pleterski uvrséa v
skupino S2 (2010, 64-65) in jo datira v ¢as od najpozneje
630 (Sirsa meja je 572) do 946 oz. $e naprej v 11. stoletje
(Pleterski 2010a, 129-130, 158). Ob tem velja pripomni-
ti, da je novomeski lonec v celoti neokrasen, kar sicer za
skupino S2 ni obi¢ajno. Prehajanje oblik ustij iz skupine
S1vskupino S2 zaznamujeta namrec obvrtenost in okras
(Pleterski 2010a, 64; 2010b, 317). Gubasto ostenje, ki
$e daje slutiti posamezne trakove, je posledica izdelave,
torej lepljenja (Bahor 2010, 182), obvrteno je le ustje,
tako da je posoda po izdelavi blize tistim primerkom tipa
PO2A1 iz skupine S1, ki niso bili obvrteni. Skupini S1 in
S2 sta precej ¢asa socasni (prim. Lehen pri Mitterkirchnu
v Zgornji Avstriji; Pleterski 2010b, 317). Neokrasen lonec
s Kapiteljske njive kaze na ¢as prehoda skupine S1 v S2,
ko loncarji sicer zacenjajo uporabljati vlaska loncarska

znanja, vendar so pri tem $e negotovi (prim. ¢etrti sklop
posodja pri Pleterski, Belak 2002, 103).

Iz zgornjega lahko sklenemo, da so pokojnika iz
zganega groba na Kapiteljski njivi pokopali v drugi
tretjini 7. stoletja.

%%

Zahodni Slovani so svoje mrtve pokopavali v
gomilah. Helena Zoll Adamikowa ugotavlja, da so bili
pokopi sprva Zgani (stopnji I in IT), kasneje tudi okostni.
Slednji so vIV. stopnji prevladali (Zoll Adamikowa 1979,
205-218). Na obmoc¢ju jugovzodnih Alp je najve¢ planih
okostnih grobov, Zgani pokopi niso pogosti, gomilnih
okostnih pokopov pa pri nas do nedavna sploh nismo
poznali. Na prvo tako gomilo, ki je bila obdana $e z
obodnim jarkom, so naleteli pozimi 2013/2014 na ledini
Na plesi pri Murski Soboti.”

Zgane zgodnjesrednjeveske pokope na Slovenskem
lahko nastejemo na prste roke (Pleterski 2008). Za zgane
pokope posebej nasutih staroslovanskih gomil zaenkrat
ne poznamo. Stevilna starejsezeleznodobna gomilna
grobi$¢a so bila konec 6. in v 7. stoletju, ko so Slovani
prisli v nase kraje, gotovo $e zelo prepoznavna, zato ne
preseneca, da so nekatera od njih tudi sami izbrali za
pocivalis¢a svojih mrtvih. Tako se je pokazalo, da sta na
blejskih Zalah in na Branzevcu pri Dolenjskih Toplicah
med prazgodovinske grobove vkopana Zgana Zarna
staroslovanska grobova, v razorano prazgodovinsko
gomilo v Druzinski vasi® pa je bil vkopan okostni zgod-
njesrednjeveski grob. Grob s Kapiteljske njive je samo
naslednyji, ki je bil kot tak prepoznan. Zaenkrat je edini
ostanek zgodnjih Slovanov v Novem mestu.

Izkopane starejSezeleznodobne gomile na Kapitelj-
ski njivi merijo od 4 do dobrih 30 m v premeru (Kriz
2013, sl. 1), grobovi so bili vkopani v jalovo osnovo
od 5 do 125 cm globoko (B. Kriz, ustna informacija).
Intenzivna poljska obdelava je gomile v celoti splos¢ila
in razorala, zato njihove visine ne poznamo (Kriz 2013,
15). Navedeno gotovo velja tudi za zgodnjesrednjeveske
pokope. Gomile na gomilnih grobis¢ih zahodnih Slova-
nov so se ohranile v velikosti od 5 do 8 m v premeru in
0d 0,5 do 1 m (izjemoma 1,5 m) v vi$§ino (Zoll Adami-
kowa 1979, 77-78), torej so bili grobovi vanje vkopani
plitveje kot starejSezeleznodobni na Kapiteljski njivi.
Ni nemogoce, da je bilo zgodnjesrednjeveskih grobov
na Kapiteljski njivi Se ve¢, pa so bili v letih intenzivne
obdelave odorani.

5> Hvalezna se Samu Sankovi¢u iz Pomurskega muzeja
Murska Sobota, ki mi je prijazno posredoval podatke.

® Na neobjavljen grob me je opozoril Phil Mason iz
ZVKDS, CPA, za kar se mu najlepse zahvaljujem.
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Trenutno je na Dolenjskem iz literature znanih le
73 najdis¢ (Zbiva; preverjanje teh najdis¢ na terenu je del
programa Arheoloske raziskave, P6-0064, ki ga financira
Javna agencija za raziskovalno dejavnost RS) iz zgodnjega
srednjega veka, pri dobri etrtini od njih gre za posami¢ne
najdbe. Razcvet, ki ga je zgodnjesrednjeveski arheologiji
prinesla gradnja avtocestnega kriza predvsem v Prek-
murju, je Dolenjsko delno obsel, saj so kot nova najdisc¢a
zaznane le tri naselbine: Reber pri Zagorici pri Velikem
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Gabru (Vi¢i¢ et al. 2002), Gorenje Skopice (Bavec 2006)
in Velike njive pri Veliki vasi (Mason 2006). Zgodnjesre-
dnjeveskim dolenjskim grobis¢em, odkritim v zadnjem
¢asu (Perkovo posestvo v Gorenjem Mokronogu (Bavec
2003), Camberk nad Cerovim logom (Bre$¢ak 2002) in sv.
Andrej v Beli cerkvi (Mason, Tiran 2010)) se pridruzujejo
grobovi in posamic¢ne najdbe, ki odstirajo del¢ke sesta-
vljanke zgodnjesrednjeveske poselitve na Dolenjskem in
zgan grob iz Kapiteljske njive je eden od njih.
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Mateja BELAK

EARLY MEDIAEVAL CREMATION GRAVE
FROM KAPITELJSKA NJIVA IN NOVO MESTO, SLOVENIA

Translation

A naturally protected location in a bend of the Krka
river, fertile soil, wealth of water supply, rich surface
deposits of iron ore and the vicinity of important com-
munications led to the area of modern Novo mesto being
intensely inhabited from the Bronze, Early and Late Iron
Ages to the Roman period. The prehistoric inhabitants
of the hillfort on Marof hill buried their dead in several
cemeteries, the largest of them unearthed at Kapiteljska
njiva (fig. I). This cemetery extends across the slopes
of the hill with a rounded summit, which lies only a
few hundred metres north-westerly from the medieval
centre of Novo mesto. The still visible barrows from the
Iron Age drew the first excavators (Hoernes, Brattina and
Pe¢nik) to the cemetery already at the end of the 19
century, while the first Late Bronze Age graves (Sribar)
came to light during the 1950s. In 1983, the Dolenjski
muzej (Dolenjska Museum) embarked on a long-term
and extensive excavation of the barrows (conducted by
Knez and later by Kriz). Until the end of 2013, almost
300 cremation graves from the Late Bronze Age, over
a thousand inhumation graves in 43 barrows from the
Early Iron Age, as well as over 700 cremation graves from
the Late Iron Age were unearthed (Kriz 2014). Contrary
to these, the cemetery from the Early Middle Ages was
only detected during desktop analysis of finds.!

The excavations conducted at the Kapiteljska njiva
cemetery in 2003 revealed, among other finds, a grey-
brown ceramic vessel (fig. 2b), in the south-western
corner of quadrant NXXXYV, above the second ring of
graves surrounding the central grave of Early Iron Age
Barrow X1V (fig. 2a) and 35 to 40 cm under the surface.
The grave pit being undistinguishable, the vessel was
marked as a find group’ according to the usual excava-
tion practice (Kriz 2013, 23, 137). It was given successive
number 4/2003.

The pot has a slightly everted rim (figs. 3 and
4), Type PO2A1?, fracture of a uniform dark colour
throughout; medium amount of equal-sized limestone
and organic inclusions; rim diameter 17.4 cm, base di-
ameter 10.7 cm, height 18.7 cm, wall thickness 0.8 cm;
coiled and smoothed out; volume® 3.2 1; inv. No. P 5559,

! T sincerely thank Borut Kriz, Dolenjski muzej (Dolenj-
ska Museum) Novo mesto, who showed me the pot and thus
contributed to the publication of this article.

2 Formal types and pottery description after the Zbiva
database.

3 Volume calculation after V. Pleterski 2008.

kept in the Dolenjski muzej Novo mesto. It contained
cremated bones mixed with earth. The bones were
sampled (Poz-59106) and C14 results showed a date of
1270 + 90 BP (calibrated, 2 X range of 663-826 [at 68%
probability] or 615-905 [at 95% probability]).*

The pot differs from the prehistoric pottery from
Kapiteljska njiva (Knez 1993; Kriz 1997; 2000; 2013 and
word by mouth by Borut Kriz for unpublished finds)
and the Dolenjska region in general (Dular 1982). In
its shape and production technique it is comparable to
the pots in use with the Early Slavs (e.g. Nova tabla near
Murska Sobota: Gustin, Tiefengraber 2002, figs. 6-8).
Hand thrown vessels with slightly everted and straight
cut rim, finished on a slow wheel (form Type PO2A1)
are included by Andrej Pleterski into Group S2 and dated
to a time between AD 630 at the latest (a broader date is
572) and 946 or further into the 11 century (Pleterski
2010a, 129-130, 158). It should be noted, however, that
the pot from Novo mesto bears no decoration, which
is otherwise common for Group S2. The difference be-
tween Groups S1 and S2 is in finishing the rim on the
slow wheel and adding decoration. The wavy surface of
the pot from Kapiteljska njiva indicates individual coils
from which it was built (Bahor 2010, 182). Only the
rim is finished on the slow wheel, making the vessel,
in production technique, closer to the Type PO2A1 ex-
amples of Group S1 which were completely hand-built.
Both groups were largely contemporaneous (see Lehen
near Mitterkirchen in Upper Austria; Pleterski 2010b,
317). Undecorated pot from Kapiteljska njiva can thus
be attributed to the transition from Group 1 to Group
2, to a time when potters tentatively began using the
indigenous Vlach knowledge (see the fourth set of ves-
sels at Pleterski, Belak 2002, 103).

The observations above lead to the conclusion that
the deceased was cremated and buried at Kapiteljska
njiva in the second third of the 7 century.

%%

The West Slavs buried their dead under barrows.
As observed by Helena Zoll Adamikowa, the deceased
were initially cremated (Phases I and II) and later also

4 The bone remains from the pot were analyzed at the
Poznanskie Laboratorium Radiowgglowe (Poznan Radiocar-
bon Laboratory); according to Tomasz Goslar, head of the
laboratory, the lab error is correctly assessed if the sample
had not been contaminated, otherwise it could be greater.
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inhumed, the latter rite then prevailing in Phase IV
(Zoll Adamikowa 1979, 205-218). In the area of the
south-eastern Alps, most graves were flat inhumations,
cremations are not frequent and, until recently, no inhu-
mations under barrows have been known. The first Early
Slav barrow with inhumations (surrounded with a ring
ditch as well), was unearthed in the winter of 2013/2014
on site Na plesi near Murska Sobota.

The finds of Early Middle Age cremation burials
in Slovenia are scarce (Pleterski 2008). As yet, we know
of no new barrows made by the Slavs for their dead —
Slavic burials were simply dug into the already existing
barrows. Many of the Early Iron Age barrow cemeteries
will have been clearly visible at the end of the 6 and
in the 7" century, when Slavs came to these lands; it is
therefore not surprising that some were chosen as the
last resting place for their dead. Individual cremation
graves from the Early Slavic period have been un-
earthed among prehistoric graves at Zale in Bled and at
Branzevec near Dolenjske Toplice, while in Druzinska
vas an Early Middle Age inhumation has been dug into
a flattened and ploughed out earthen barrow.® The grave
from Kapiteljska njiva is only another in the line of the
indentified ones. It is also the only known trace of the
Early Slav presence in Novo mesto.

The excavated Early Iron Age barrows at Kapi-
teljska njiva measure from 4 to over 30m in diameter
(Kriz 2013, fig. 1) and contain graves that were dug 5 to
125 cm deep into the subsoil (B. Kriz, word by mouth).
Their original height is unknown due to intensive ar-
able farming in the area which levelled the barrows to
the ground (Kriz 2013, 15). This most probably also
applies to the Early Middle Age burials in the area. The
known barrows of the West Slavic cemeteries measure
5-8m in diameter and 0.5-1 m (exceptionally 1.5 m) in

> I would like to thank Samo Sankovi¢ from the Pomurski
muzej (Pomurje Museum) Murska Sobota, who kindly im-
parted the information.

¢ The notification of this unpublished grave was kindly
given by Phil Mason from The Institute for the Protection
of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia, Centre for Preventive
Archaeology.

height (Zoll Adamikowa 1979, 77-78), which signifies
that the graves were dug less deep than the Early Iron
Age ones at Kapiteljska njiva. It is thus possible that the
Early Middle Age graves at the site had originally been
much more numerous, but were destroyed during the
many years of ploughing.

Literature on the Dolenjska region has so far cited
only 73 sites (Zbiva database)” from the Early Middle
Ages, over a quarter of which have been stray finds. The
construction of the Slovenian motorway cross brought
a proliferation of such sites mainly in the Prekmurje
region. However, this was not the case with Dolenjska,
which only yielded three newly documented settle-
ments: Reber near Zagorica pri Velikem Gabru (Vici¢
et al. 2002), Gorenje Skopice (Bavec 2006) and Velike
njive near Velika vas (Mason 2006). Recently discov-
ered Early Middle Age cemeteries in the Dolenjska
region (Perkovo posestvo in Gorenji Mokronog (Bavec
2003), Camberk above Cerov log (Bres¢ak 2002) and
sv. Andrej (St Andrew) in Bela cerkev (Mason, Tiran
2010)), individual graves, and stray finds piece together
the Early Middle Ages settlement in the Dolenjska
region. The grave at Kapiteljska njiva represents one
piece in this puzzle.

Translation: Andreja Maver

Mateja Belak
Znanstvenoraziskovalni center SAZU
Institut za arheologijo

Novi trg 2

SI-1000 Ljubljana

mateja@zrc-sazu.si

7 Checking on-site is a part of a program Archaeological
Investigations, P6-0064, financed by the Slovenian Research
Agency.
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